
 

 

Dear Governor Whitmer - 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has made clearer than ever the pivotal role that our public schools play 
not only in the success of our students inside the classroom, but the success of our communities and of 

our state. 

Educators have worked tirelessly since March to implement safety protocols to protect students, 
teachers and staff while continuing to provide the best possible education for our students who deserve 
nothing less. While this task has, and will continue to have, numerous obstacles in its path, we know the 

importance of having kids back in classrooms is critical not only to their own education, but to our 

communities as well. 

Unfortunately, as COVID-19 numbers continue to rise, many school districts have found it impossible to 
safely offer in-person learning, while others that have attempted to do so may be forced to take steps 

back. Despite best efforts, it is clear that there is no way to ensure a return to “normalcy” inside our 

schools until a vaccine is made readily available. 

Thankfully, there has been recent good news announced as scientists across the globe—and right here 
in Michigan—come closer to creating a vaccine to fight the virus. As that process continues to advance 

and we move closer to distributing a vaccine, it is critical for our schools and our economy that we 
prioritize the health and safety of our school community. This means ensuring teachers, students and 

school workers are among the first wave of those receiving the vaccine. 

We know that students learn best in the classroom and getting all children back in school is critical for 
their growth and long-term success. It also plays a role in supporting our working families and boosting 

the local economy as parents are able to return to their own worksites. Prioritizing vaccine distribution 
for everyone inside our school buildings - teachers, support staff and students - is therefore a critical 

move that will not only protect their health but the health of our state. 

If we want to keep our communities safe while ensuring the next school year is as normal as possible, 

we must continue to listen to and follow the advice of medical experts.  

We ask that our state and federal government partner together to ensure students, teachers and school 

staff are among the first in our country to receive a vaccine as one becomes available.  

Thank you, 
Mark Greathead 

Superintendent, Woodhaven-Brownstown Schools 

President, The K-12 Alliance of Michigan 

 


